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A Soviet artist once smuggled 20
paintings to Elgin’s Bubotto art salon
by tucking multiple canvases be-
tween a pair of frames.

The collapse of Communism may
make such a clandestine approach to
art exhibition obsolete. But Bubot-
to’s appeal to a galaxy of visual and
performing artistic styles endures.
Now in its third year, this season’s
first show is drawing between 50 and
75 artists from throughout the Fox
Valley and the world, said Dawn
Blais, director and co-founder of the
bimonthly artistic showcase.

Organizers expect Sunday’s
(March 26) exhibit to lure 300 to 500

K’I‘H PLONKA / HE JRER—NEWS
Bubotto art salon director Dawn Blais is draped by some of featured artist Bert Leveille’s wall-sized tapes-
tries. The tapestries will be shown at next Sunday’s event at Facaccia’s Restaurant in downtown Elgin.

Artistic support
Elgin’s Bubotto arts salon has
become a place to learn and grow

visitors to Facaccia’s Restaurant at
50 N. Spring St. The salon will be
open 1-10 p.m.

A gathering place for artists and art
lovers to view new works, Bubotto
eschews juries and contests in favor
of a more supportive approach to ex-
hibition. Blais estimates the event
generates sales for only about 1 to 5
percent of the artists.

“It’s not the idea to sell the art,”
she said. “It’s to gather in the com-
munity and exchange ideas and tech-
niques. We have demonstration
artists so people can come in and
learn a technique.”

Three years ago, Blais and co-
founder Jonathan Cohon wove to-
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The inaugural show features
harpist Wendy Paul Muston per-
forming both classical and pop se-
lections, arrowhead sculptor Don
Quillman and Lakota loom bead
worker Standing Bear Woman. A
lineup of five poets will read 3-5
p.m. before turning the stage over
to an open mike night. Past shows
have included live jazz and belly
dancers, as well as jewelry and fur-
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niture.

“We’'ve had plays. We've had
dancers from Chicago,” Blais ex-
plained. “That’s another form of
art. We want to give exposure to
all the arts.”.

The wall-sized canvases of Elgin

“I'm gomg to be just as sur-
prised as you,” Blais said of Sun-
day’s lmeup “I just love to watch
it walk in the door. Since we’re not
judging them, they bring whatever'
they want and it really gets wild.”

Bubotto is free and open to the
public. Elgin painter David Jensen
will sign pen-and-ink prints for a
donation to the salon. The season’s

second Bubotto is scheduled for
May 7.



